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Washington Families, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all were able to enjoy the Christmas Break and are ready for students’ return to 
school!  As always, I thoroughly enjoyed my time with my family during our time off, but I am looking forward to 
returning to the important work we do at Washington Elementary School!  This is going to be an exciting year 
for our school community, so it is with great anticipation that we enter into 2020 to experience all the year has 
in store for us! 
 
As you may have heard, Christmas came early for us this year.  We learned on December 9th that we had 
been awarded a grant in the amount of $352,605 from The Colorado Health Foundation!!!  This grant, officially 
called the “Capital Infrastructure - Intergenerational/Family Physical Activity” grant, is intended to support 
projects that aim to create intergenerational spaces for physical activity that are accessible and open to the 
public for individuals of all ages and abilities, especially for families with children ages 4-14.  Of course we 
were already incredibly blessed with the voter-approved bond followed by being awarded the BEST Grant to 
make the construction of a new Washington Elementary School possible, but due to some unanticipated 
expenses related to soil issues along with an increase in the cost of construction materials, we were worried 
that some of the key features we desired in our new school, such as awesome playgrounds for our school 
community, would be left out of the design.  We were aware of the tremendous generosity the Foundation had 
already shown our community (with playground grants awarded to three other schools in the district), and 
decided to pursue this funding opportunity, too.  We submitted the grant proposal with cautious optimism, and 
I’m sure glad we did!  Now we have the opportunity to ensure our new school will have playgrounds better 
suited to serving our community for years to come! 
 
In other news, students completed their middle-of-year (MOY) benchmark testing in the weeks before the 
break.  The data collected from the MOY assessments is used to help inform future instructional decisions, 
especially for small group reading instruction.  The measures used during MOY testing include STAR Reading 
(or STAR Early Lit for K-1), STAR Math, and Acadience Reading (formerly known as DIBELS).  I am pleased 
to share that the data shows “Higher Than Average Growth” on STAR Reading, “Average Growth” on STAR 
Math, and “Well Above Average Growth” on Acadience Reading assessments.  This is a result of the hard 
work the teachers, staff, and students do every day at Washington Elementary School to promote academic 
growth.  Nice job Washington Bears!  
 
Thanks for taking the time to read our newsletter.  I hope you all have a wonderful month of January and a 
fabulous 2020!  
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Zamarripa 
Brian Zamarripa, Principal 
 

http://www.washingtonbears.org/


January 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

      1

 

2 

 
 

3 

 

4 

5  6 
Back to 
school 
100MC- 
CCHS 
 

7 
Battle of the 
Books-3:15 
100MC- 
Washington 

8  9 
100MC-10th 
to Harding 
5th Grade 
Band 
Concert-6:30 

10 
Early 
Release 

11 
PTO/Movie 
Night-7:00 
PM 

12  13 
100 
MC-CCHS 
 

14 
100MC- 
Washington 

15 
Wellness 
Meeting-3:2
5 

16 
100MC-10th 
to Harding 
 

17 
NO SCHOOL 

18 

19  20 
NO SCHOOL 
 

21 
Battle of the 
Books-3:15 
100MC- 
Washington 

22  23 
PTO-6:00 
PM 
100MC-10th 
to Harding 
 

24 
Early 
Release 
 

25 
PTO Bear 
Carnival-1:0
0 PM 

26  27 
PTO Boxtop 
Competition 
100 
MC-CCHS 
 

28 
100MC- 
Washington 

29 
Healthy 
Snack 
Class-3:25-4 
Gym 

30 
100MC-10th 
to Harding 
 

31  
NO SCHOOL 

 

Looking Ahead 
Tuesday, February 4th-Battle of the Books @ 3:15 
Friday, February 7th-Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 

Saturday, February 8th-PTO Movie Night @ 7:00PM 
Friday, February 14th-NO SCHOOL 

Monday, February 17th-NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, February 18th-Battle of the Books @ 3:15 

Thursday, February 20th-End of 2nd Trimester, PTO Candy Bar BINGO @ 5:00PM, 
 PTO Meeting @ 6:00PM 

Friday, February 21st-Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 
Friday, February 28th-NO SCHOOL 



 

Thank you for 
supporting our 

Annual Book Fair 
The turnout for our Book 

Fair was once again 
phenomenal! Our families 

are always so supportive of 
our students in having a 

book available for them to 
read. We thank everyone 

who visited the fair. 

These proceeds are used to 
help build our school 
libraries, classroom 

libraries, purchase books 
for such programs as “The 

First Eight Days” which 
complements our 7 Habits 
and Leader in Me culture, 

provide books to our 
incoming kindergarteners 

and support our family 
Literacy night in the spring. 
This would not be possible 

without your help. 

 

  

 

Thank you to all 
those who visited 
our Candy Cane 
Holiday Shoppe. 
It’s a lot of fun for 
the kids to have 

the chance to shop for their own 
gifts for their family and friends! 

It’s obvious that our students 
put a lot of thought into 

choosing the perfect gift for 
each one on their lists most of 

the time! We hope that 
everyone enjoyed their 

shopping experience and look 
forward to seeing you all again 

next year! 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 

 



 

INCLIMATE WEATHER DAYS 

Our school district does it’s best to make community announcements 
on the radio, television and on the district website regarding the 

weather and any delays or cancellations by 5:30 A.M. We ask that you 
remember on the cold days that we do have school, to be sure your 

student(s) are dressed appropriately for the conditions. Recess is 
taken outside when our temperatures are 19 degrees or above. Brrrrr! 

So, please make sure your child(ren) remember their coat, gloves and 
hat.   

 

 

Bear Carnival 

Our Washington PTO is hosting the BEAR carnival on January 
25th at 1:00. The carnival is free to our bear families. Please join 
us for some family-time fun and some relationship building with 

our dedicated staff and PTO. 

February’s PTO meeting will be on Thursday, February 23rd at 
6:00. We’d love to see you there! 

 



 

 
Please Help Us Prevent the Spread of Germs 

Here at School 
 

Wash Your Hands Often to Stay 
Healthy 

You can help yourself and your loved 
ones stay healthy by washing your 

hands often, especially during these 
key times when you are likely to get 

and spread germs: 

● Before, during, and after 
preparing food 

● Before eating food 
● Before and after caring for 

someone at home who is sick 
with vomiting or diarrhea 

● Before and after treating a cut or 
wound 

● After using the toilet 
● After changing diapers or 

cleaning up a child who has 
used the toilet 

● After blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing 

● After touching an animal, animal 
feed, or animal waste 

● After handling pet food or pet 
treats 

● After touching garbage 

 

Follow Five Steps to Wash Your 
Hands the Right Way 

Washing your hands is easy, and it’s 
one of the most effective ways to 

prevent the spread of germs. Clean 
hands can stop germs from spreading 

from one person to another and 
throughout an entire 

community—from your home and 
workplace to childcare facilities and 

hospitals. 

Follow these five steps every time. 

1. Wet your hands with clean, 
running water (warm or cold), 
turn off the tap, and apply soap. 

2. Lather your hands by rubbing 
them together with the soap. 
Lather the backs of your hands, 
between your fingers, and under 
your nails. 

3. Scrub your hands for at least 20 
seconds. Need a timer? Hum the 
“Happy Birthday” song from 
beginning to end twice. 

4. Rinse your hands well under 
clean, running water. 

5. Dry your hands using a clean 
towel or air dry them. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/diapering/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/diapering/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/diapering/index.html


 

Use Hand Sanitizer When You Can’t 
Use Soap and Water 

You can use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol if soap and water are not 

available. 

Washing hands with soap and water is 
the best way to get rid of germs in 

most situations. If soap and water are 
not readily available, you can use an 

alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol. You can 

tell if the sanitizer contains at least 
60% alcohol by looking at the product 

label. 

Sanitizers can quickly reduce the 
number of germs on hands in many 

situations. However, 

● Sanitizers do not get rid of all 
types of germs. 

● Hand sanitizers may not be as 
effective when hands are visibly 
dirty or greasy. 

● Hand sanitizers might not 
remove harmful chemicals from 
hands like pesticides and heavy 
metals. 

Caution! Swallowing alcohol-based 
hand sanitizers can cause alcohol  

 

poisoning if more than a couple of 
mouthfuls are swallowed. Keep it out 

of reach of young children and 
supervise their use.  

How to use hand sanitizer 

● Apply the gel product to the 
palm of one hand (read the label 
to learn the correct amount). 

● Rub your hands together. 
● Rub the gel over all the surfaces 

of your hands and fingers until 
your hands are dry. This should 
take around 20 seconds. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html


 

 
January GATE 
Grapevine 
 
Gifted Children Can Have       
Behavioral Difficulties 
Just like other kids, gifted kids can 
face behavioral challenges in school 
or at home. Some gifted kids can 
become bored and act aloof at 
school; others may face sensitivities 
common to gifted kids, known as 
overexciteabilities. According to 
SENG, a nonprofit organization for 
the emotional needs of gifted kids, 
psychologist Kazimierz Dabrowski 
created the term 
“overexciteabilities” to describe how 
gifted children can experience 
sensitivity to various types of 
stimuli.   
 
*Contact Shyla Christiansen if you have questions 
regarding gifted education in our school district 
276-6168. Checkout our website for more 
information on identification and available 
resources. 
https://www.canoncityschools.org/apps/pages/GAT
E 

Just a Reminder 

Wednesday, January 1-Sunday, 
January 5th-Christmas Break 

Monday, January 6th-Return to 
school 

Tuesday, January 7th- 
Battle of the Books @ 3:15 

Thursday, January 9th-5th Grade Band  
Concert @ 6:30 

Friday, January 10th- 
Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 

Saturday, January 11th- 
PTO Movie Night @ 7:00PM 

Wednesday, January 15th-Wellness 
Meeting @ 3:25 

Friday, January 17th-NO SCHOOL 
Monday, January 20th-NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday, January 21st- 
Battle of the Books @ 3:15 

Thursday, January 23rd-PTO Meeting  
@ 6:00  

Friday, January 24th- 
Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 

Saturday, January 25th-Bear Carnival @ 1:00 
Wednesday, January 29th-Healthy Snack  

Class @ 3:45 
Friday, January 31st-NO SCHOOL 

 

https://www.kidsacademy.mobi/storytime/fun-and-friendly-preschool-games-promote-good-behavior/
https://www.kidsacademy.mobi/storytime/fun-and-friendly-preschool-games-promote-good-behavior/
https://www.canoncityschools.org/apps/pages/GATE
https://www.canoncityschools.org/apps/pages/GATE




 


